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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Prior to substantive examination of the above-referenced application, please amend the 
specification as follows. 

In the specification: 

Please replace the two paragraphs at page 4, lines 8-20, with the following two 
replacement paragraphs: 


0? 


One aspect of the present invention relates to isolated and/or recombinant forms of a cell- 
or tissue-specific F-box proteins, and portions thereof. For instance, there is provided isolated 
and/or recombinant polypeptides having an amino acid sequence identical or homologous (e.g., 
at least 65, 75, 85 or 95%) to the amino acid sequence as set forth in Figure 5B (SEQ ID NO: 2). 
The cell- or tissue-specific F-box polypeptide can have an amino acid sequence encoded by a 
nucleic acid which hybridizes under stringent conditions to the nucleotide sequence set forth in 
Figure 5A (SEQ ID NO: 1). 

In another embodiment, other isolated and/or recombinant cell- or tissue-specific F-box 
polypeptides are provided, e.g., having an amino acid sequence identical or homologous (e.g., at 
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